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ground to save time ; but it meant giving to their hated
and despised enemy good pieces of Anatolia, and it
meant that these had to be recovered. The Greeks
were prepared to compromise, for they felt the strain.
But the Allies upheld the terms of the Treaty of Sevres,
and, within the Allied zone in Constantinople, Damad
Ferid and the Sultan thundered out their hatred and
were for no compromise.
By the autumn of 1920 the position had crystallized.
The Allies with a handful of troops sat in Constantinople
and held a small neutral zone round it, that contained
the Straits and the Bosphorus. Beyond them and pro-
tecting them and their only protection was the Greek
screen making a complete barrier on every side. And
beyond that in Anatolia were the Turks working and
organizing, growing formidable, and on their side were
Time and Space and the unknown forces of Central
Asia and Bolshevik Russia. Within the Allied zone
the Powers quarrelled. The old intrigues were in full
play. The nominal Turkish Government with the
Sultan still remained, but it had become no more than
the Borough Council of Constantinople, with limited
powers. Except as an irritant, it had ceased to affect
the situation.
Constantinople had become a backwater. The Home
Government paid scanty attention to its representatives
on the spot. I had always been surprised at the manner
the advice and information offered by those on the
spot was ignored by the Home Government. Hardly
a recommendation on important subjects made by the
High Commissioner was accepted. His warnings were